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Across Arizona and other parts of the country, working families are feeling the strain of an economy
thatis not delivering. The cost of necessities — such as the recent surge in gas prices, housing,
groceries and healthcare — continue to rise, while wages and job quality struggle to keep up.
People are working longer and harder than ever, often juggling multiple jobs, yet still finding it
difficult to get ahead.

UnidosUS’s recent polling of Latino” voters in Arizona found that nearly two of every three
respondents cite prices and affordability as their top issue, followed closely by concerns about
wages and jobs, and healthcare costs.' Additionally, more than half of Latinos in Arizona report
challenges making ends meet."

Economic challenges for Latinos stem from policy and market failures that raise the cost of
necessities and keep wage growth low. Instead of addressing these issues, current immigration
policy instills fear in communities, disrupts local economies and makes it harder for workers and
families to fully participate in economic life. Turning communities against each other will not solve
these problems, but building an economy that works for everyone will.

Hispanic Economic Contributions in Arizona

Despite the challenges Latinos face, they remain central to Arizona’s economy and its future:

e Latino economic output in Arizona exceeds $117 billion annually."

¢ Latinos make up more than 31% of Arizona’s population (over 2 million people)" and
29% of the total workforce. They have a labor participation rate of 69% compared to the
overall participation rate of 61%, and yet they experience a 4.9% unemployment rate,
which is slightly higher than Arizona’s overall unemployment rate of 4.6%."

e Immigrants in Arizona make up 19% of all workers and comprise 27% of construction
workers, 21% of service workers and 21% of transportation workers.""

e Immigrants in Arizona contribute $33 billion in spending power and $11 billion in taxes
annually."

* The terms "Hispanic" and "Latino" are used interchangeably by the U.S. Census Bureau and throughout this
document to refer to persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central and South American, Dominican, Spanish,
and other Hispanic descent; they may be of any race.
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Introducing the UnidosUS Economic Prosperity
Agenda

The UnidosUS Economic Prosperity Agenda is a values-driven vision for an economy where
Hispanic and working-class families can thrive."" It reflects what communities across the country
tell us they need: a stable home, a good job that pays fairly, the opportunity to start a business
and the ability to care for family members without financial stress.

At its core, this economic agenda is about aligning our economy with our values — hard work,
fairness, dignity and opportunity — and ensuring that our economy produces material
improvements in people’s lives. The agenda is organized around four pillars that shape our
economy: housing, labor and workforce, entrepreneurship, and family security.

Tracking Opportunity and Challenges in Arizona

Below are economic indicators across each of the four pillars, which highlight both the aspirations
of working families and the areas where challenges persist.

Housing

e Approximately 59% of Latinos in Arizona are homeowners, compared to the state average of
70%, and 41% of Latinos in the state are renters, compared to the state average of 30%.*

e About 43% of Hispanic households in Arizona are cost-burdened (meaning they spend more
than 30% of their income on rent or mortgage payments), compared to about 32% of all
households statewide.*

Labor and Workforce

e The median income for Latino households in Arizona is $74,900 — more than $6,500 lower
than the state median household income of $81,500.*

e Anestimated four out of five Latino workers in Arizona lack access to paid family leave,
compared to roughly three out of four workers statewide. X"

Entrepreneurship

e Hispanics own 22% of all businesses in the state — a total of 153,000 businesses in
Arizona.*V

e Latino-owned businesses in Arizona generate more than $30 billion per year and support
approximately 150,000 jobs across the state.*V

Family Security

e |InArizona, 14% of Latinos live in poverty (including 18% of Latino children), which is higher
than the overall state poverty rate of 12%.*"

Page 2 of 4


https://economicagenda.unidosus.org/

Building Prosperity in Arizona: A Shared Vision for the Future

e Over 19% of Latino workers in Arizona do not have employer-provided health insurance,
compared to 12% of all workers in the state.*"

The Path Forward

An investment in Latino families is an investment in Arizona’s future. When our economy works for
everyone, our democracy grows stronger.

To move this vision forward, we must focus on actions that strengthen economic stability for all
families:
o Housing — Increase Latino homeownership by making housing more affordable and
providing support to homebuyers.
o Labor and Workforce — Ensure that every job meets basic standards of pay, benefits,
safety and dignity, and create pathways for workers to advance and build skills at work.
o Entrepreneurship — Expand access to capital and strengthen support for small
businesses.
e Family Security — Reduce the financial costs and burdens of starting and providing for a
family; strengthen safety net programs such as affordable healthcare and food assistance.

The Ask

We invite partners to endorse, adopt and invest in our agenda. Policymakers, employers, funders
and community leaders must play a role in advancing this work. When Latino and working families
thrive, everyone benefits. That’s the foundation of a healthy democracy and economy. Together, we
can ensure that dignity, opportunity and stability are within reach for all families.

OFwO

Endorse the agenda here:

About UnidosUS

UnidosUS is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that serves as the nation’s largest Hispanic civil
rights and advocacy organization. Since 1968, we have challenged the social, economic and
political barriers that affect Latinos through our unique combination of expert research, advocacy,
programs and an Affiliate Network of nearly 300 community-based organizations across the United
States and Puerto Rico. We believe in an America where economic, political and social progress is a
reality for all Latinos and we collaborate across communities to achieve it.

For more information on UnidosUS, visit www.unidosus.org, or follow us on Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn, Threads and X.
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