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May 1, 2024

The Honorable Mark Amodei The Honorable Henry Cuellar

Chairman Ranking Member

House Appropriations Subcommittee on House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Homeland Security Homeland Security

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Amodei and Ranking Member Cuellar:

On behalf of UnidosUS, | write to urge you to advance a Homeland Security FY2025
appropriations package that facilitates the integration and inclusion of long-term immigrants
and aspiring Americans, enabling them to contribute to their fullest potential. Furthermore, we
urge you to modernize our immigration system by reducing the significant backlog of
immigration cases.

The Citizenship Integration Grant Program, administered by local community-based
organizations, helps qualifying lawful permanent residents (LPRs) attain U.S. citizenship. This
program helps not just the beneficiaries, but the whole country. Facilitating the naturalization
of LPRs would generate substantial economic benefits, such as higher incomes, which would
enhance LPRs' ability to provide financial security for their families and expand our tax base.
With nearly 13 million LPRs living in the U.S., 9 million of whom likely meet the requirements,
additional funding has the potential to make a significant impact. That is why we urge you to
provide:

e $100 million for the Citizenship and Integration Grant Program. Since its inception in
2009, the Citizenship and Integration Grant Program has assisted more than 300,000
LPRs in preparing for U.S. citizenship. With increased funding, this program can continue
to make a meaningful difference in the lives of aspiring Americans. The grant program
has awarded 644 competitive grants in 41 states and the District of Columbia. Grantees
include community-based organizations, public libraries, school districts, and
community colleges. Robust funding is even more essential now, considering that
Congress cut funding for this program by $15 million for FY2024.

According to recent data from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), our
immigration system is currently backlogged with over 4 million cases. Despite some progress in
addressing delays and enhancing procedures, the backlog and processing times continue to be
unacceptably high. The resources allocated to resolving the backlog remain woefully
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insufficient, highlighting the urgent need for discretionary funding to ensure more efficient and
timely case processing. That is why we urge you to provide:

e $600 million for USCIS Backlog Reduction and Efficiency Efforts: To underscore the
severity of the current backlog problem, in FY2023, the median processing times
reached a staggering 57.5 months for U.S. nonimmigrant visas. The current situation at
USCIS is not only detrimental to the lives of countless individuals and families but also
undermines the integrity of the U.S. immigration system. Adequate funding for backlog
reduction is crucial to restore efficiency, fairness, and trust in the agency's ability to
fulfill its mandate.

As leaders of the House Appropriations Subcommittee with jurisdiction over immigration
funding, we urge you to advance a DHS Subcommittee FY2025 appropriations bill that ensures
aspiring Americans who qualify for citizenship receive the support they need and that you
modernize the processing of our immigration system.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Eric Rodriguez
Senior Vice President
Policy and Advocacy
UnidosUS
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