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Prop 209 Less than 25*%

- a 1996 ballot proposition that barred state of Latinos who earn a
governmental institutions from considering certificate/degree transfer into
race, sex, or ethnicity in public education, four-year colleges or universities.?

employment, or contracting, which
California voters ruled against overturning
in 2020, resulted in significantly decreased
Latino admission rates to UCLA and

UC Berkeley.®

However, Latino student transfer rates
into the CSU system increased by

10 percentage points between Fall 2010
(57%) and Fall 2016 (67%). The Associate
Degree for Transfer (ADT), which was

From 1999 to 2006, Latino student established in 2012, may be attributed
enrollment at UC Berkeley decreased to this increase.’
by 5%.7

(ADT) is a degree offered through the California
community colleges that gives students the

In 2020, CA voters failed to pass Prop 16, which opportunity to earn a guaranteed saved spot at
participating four-year universities, both throughout

California and outside the state.”

would have repealed Prop 209. 42.8% of Californians
voted YES and 57.2% voted NO on the measure.®

% For the first time

Latinos represented the largest group of prospective first-year students accepted into the UC system
for Fall 2020, making up 36% of California students admitted. Despite this historic milestone, Latinos
are still underrepresented in the top schools in the UC system relative to the population.’?
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COMPLETION

In the California State University system, 21 of 23 universities are identified as a

Hispanic-Serving Institution (HSI).3

GRADUATION RATES AT THE FIVE LARGEST HSIs*
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Access/Preparedness

The California DREAM Act, which offers
undocumented students in-state tuition and
state financial aid, has increased college access
for Latino students.?

Undocumented Latino male student attendance
at public colleges and universities increased by
4.7 percentage points after the introduction of
the California DREAM Act in 2013.22

80% of students entering community college
and 38% of those entering the CSU system
are deemed in need of remediation in one or
more subjects. Rates for Latinos students are
nearly 10 percentage points higher than
White students.?®

COVID-19’s Impact

g«

20% of Latinos ages 25 and
over in California have an
associate degree or higher
compared to 54% of

White adults.™

Only 13% of Latinos have a
four-year college degree
compared to 43% of Whites;
despite being the largest ethnic
group in California.?°

13%

Financial Aid

Annually, one-third of California’s more than
400,000 high school graduates do not
complete the FAFSA. This leaves more than
$250 million in Pell Grants on the table.
Students who do not complete it are ineligible
for state or federal student financial aid.?*

75% of California’s Latino college students
receive Pell Grants.?®

62% receive Cal Grants.2¢

Note: Cal Grants are state-funded, need-based, cash grants
awarded to California college students to help pay for college
expenses. U.S. citizens, eligible noncitizens, and AB 540-eligible

California residents at the time of high school graduation are
eligible to receive a Cal Grant.

37% of California’s Latino college students reported dropping out of college for part or all of the
semester or quarter.2” 40% had to take out emergency loans.28
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