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Latino children are our nation’s future workers, taxpayers, and voters.  Latino children now 

make up almost one in four students enrolled in public schools.
1
  By 2050, one in three American 

workers and taxpayers will be Latino.
2
   

 

Sequestration is damaging the prospects of Latino youth.  Thousands of Latino youth have 

lost access to meaningful investments in health and education as a result of the cuts mandated by 

the Budget Control Act (BCA) in 2011.  Meanwhile, the deficit continues to drop dramatically 

with the improving economy—it fell by 38% in 2013—so the rationale for more spending cuts 

makes less and less sense.
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Effect of Sequestration Cuts in Terms of  

People Losing Access to Programs and Services 

 

Federal 

Budget Items 
Importance to Latinos 

Effects of Automatic Cuts
4
  

(5.1% cut across the board on 

March 1, 2013) 

Head Start 
37% of all Head Start preschoolers 

are Latino—over 300,000
5
 

57,000 fewer children served, including 

21,000 Latino kids
6
 

Child Care 

Development 

Block Grant 

20% of children who receive a child 

care subsidy are Latino
7
 

30,000 fewer children served 

nationwide, including 6,000 Latino 

children 

WIC (Women, 

Infants, and 

Children) 

Nutrition 

Assistance 

42% of WIC participants—low-

income pregnant women, infants, 

and children—are Latino
8
 

No participants have been cut in 2013, 

but cuts affecting programs have 

occurred.
9
  In 2014 approximately 

600,000 participants could lose access 

to WIC.
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Title I 

Education 

(Funding for 

Low-Income 

Schools) 

42% of Latino elementary school 

children attend high-poverty 

schools
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1.2 million fewer low-income public 

school children receive reading and 

math help due to cuts in Title I funding 

Job Training 
32% of all youth enrolled in federal 

job training programs are Latino
12

 

290,936 fewer adults and youth receive 

job training and employment services
13

 

Rental 

Assistance 

15% of people receiving federal 

rental subsidies are Latino14 

125,000 households lose tenant-based 

rental assistance, including 18,000 

Latino families 

http://www.nclr.org/index.php/latinokidsdata
http://www.cbo.gov/publication/44495


   

Affordable 

Care Act
*
 

30% of Latinos now lack health 

insurance;
15

 six million Latinos gain 

access to care through the 

Affordable Care Act
16

 

Community health centers cut; options 

for newly insured scaled back; ACA 

exchange grants cut.
 17

  ACA repeal 

eyed for larger budget deal. 

Social Security 

Benefits 

53% of Latino seniors rely on Social 

Security for almost all of their 

income
18

 

Exempt from automatic cuts but could 

be subject to cuts in a larger deficit 

reduction deal.
19

  

Medicaid 

Half of Latino children and one-

quarter of Latino adults are insured 

by Medicaid.
20

 

Exempt from automatic cuts but could 

be subject to cuts in a larger deficit 

reduction deal.
 21

 

 

The investments we make in today’s youth will ensure future prosperity for all Americans.  
Our nation must invest in children and new workers by funding—not slashing—education, 

health care, workforce development, housing, and tax credits that help hardworking families 

such as the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit.  Cuts to Social Security, 

Medicare, and Medicaid which affect future beneficiaries mean that today’s diverse youth will be 

dealt a double hit:  cuts to programs they need today and cuts to their safety net in old age.  

Congress should produce a fair and responsible long-term budget plan that grows the economy, 

invests in the future, protects vulnerable people, and reduces the deficit by raising revenue and 

reducing tax loopholes that benefit the top 2% and wealthy corporations. 
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