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Texas v. United States: What's at Stake for the Latino Community?

Since the implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), over 20 million Americans, including
at least four million Latino adults and 600,000 Latino children, have gained coverage, and millions
more have benefited from important consumer protections.! The Texas v. United States lawsuit
seeking to repeal the ACA by challenging the constitutionality of the law would have a significant
negative impact on the Latino community. If the ruling is upheld in the higher courts, the Latino
community would suffer tremendous harm, including:

The number of uninsured Latinos would soar, and historic coverage gains would be reversed.

e An estimated 5.4 million Latinos would become uninsured.?

e The Latino uninsured rate, the highest of any racial or ethnic group, would increase by 10
percentage points (21 percent to 31 percent).3*

e 913,000 Latino young adults between the ages of 19 and 26 who are covered under their
parents’ plan would lose their health coverage.”

Critical consumer protections, including those for people with pre-existing conditions, would be
eliminated.

e Between 8-20 million Latinos living with pre-existing conditions could be denied health
coverage.®

e Insurers could cancel or refuse coverage for people living with pre-existing conditions,
including Latinos who are more likely to live with cancer, diabetes and HIV/AIDS than whites.”-8

e 80 percent of older adults who gained coverage under the ACA had a pre-existing condition.
54 percent of these adults were Latino.’

The ACA’s Medicaid expansion provision would be eliminated.

e Qver three million Latinos who gained coverage through their state’s Medicaid expansion
program would lose their health coverage.*®

e 520,00 Latinos living in non-expansion states like Texas and Florida would be denied the
opportunity to enroll in Medicaid should their state decide to expand Medicaid.*

e The uninsured rate for Latino parents who are eligible for Medicaid (26.8 percent) would rise
and could lead to an increase in the uninsured rate for Latino children eligible for Medicaid
(7.1 percent).*?
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Financial help to buy an insurance plan would no longer be available, leaving many without the
ability to afford their health insurance.

The elimination of the ACA’s premium tax credits and cost-sharing reductions could cause
over 1 million Latinos who selected ACA plans during the last Open Enrollment to lose
coverage.'3

17 percent of older adults who received cost-sharing reductions to afford health insurance
were Latino.'
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