


 Measuring the percentage of students who have attained a higher performance level on the ELP exam (i.e., moving from 
a level one to a level two or low level one to a high level one); 

 Measuring the percentage of students who make desired annual progress (e.g., half-score increase or more) and 
measuring how many students make that progress; or, 

 Measuring the percentage of students who move from below proficient to proficient on the ELP exam.  

Progress on ELP test plus reclassification rate. As an additional measure in their EL indicator, states can set statewide goals 
for the reclassification of ELs, then use a school’s reclassification rate — in general, the number of ELs no longer identified 
as ELs divided by the total number of ELs — to determine the school’s progress against statewide goals.  

Composite indicator. States that want an even more robust picture of EL student progress might want also to account for time 
in program. Such states could include 1) a measure of growth on the ELP exam; 2) reclassification rates; and 3) the 
number/percentage of long-term ELs (students who are not proficient after five or more years as ELs).   

Key question to ask as your state develops its measure of progress toward English proficiency  

Does the measure of progress toward English proficiency set the expectation that students will, in fact, reach proficiency 
in a reasonable amount of time?    

Research indicates that EL students require 3 to 5 years to achieve oral fluency and 4 up to 7 years to develop grade-level 
academic literacy skills in a second language.  

While full English-language proficiency takes time, too much time can be problematic. Research on long-term ELs shows 
that the longer students are identified as ELs, the less likely they are to get access to the full set of courses they need to 
finish high school — and to graduate. As states make decisions about how to measure progress for ELs, advocates should 
make sure that these measures expect ELs to reach English-language proficiency within a reasonable timeframe.  

 

 




