


If)your)state)is)considering)including)course)sequence)completion)measures)in)school)ratings,)what)
questions)should)you)ask?)What)should)you)watch)out)for?))

How)will)the)state)define)“college&prep)course)sequence”?))

How"the"state"defines"the"sequence"of"classes"that"form"a"college(prep"sequence"is"hugely"important."A"course"of"study"
that’s"called"“college"prep,”"but"isn’t"actually,"has"little"use"as"an"accountability"measure,"and"may"actually"cause"harm"to"
students"who"are"led"to"believe"they"are"being"prepared"for"college"when"they"aren’t."At"minimum,"your"state"should"be"
able"to"show"that"its"college(prep"course"of"study"is"aligned"with"admission"requirements"in"its"institutions"of"higher"
education."(Note:"Advocates"should"ask"how"schools’"course"sequence"completion"rates"compare"with"other"indicators"of"
academic"success,"such"as"proficiency"on"state"assessments."If"the"sequence"is"rigorous,"schools"that"show"higher"
percentages"of"students"completing"a"college(prep"course"of"study,"overall"and"by"student"group,"should"also"show"higher"
results"on"other"measures"of"academic"success.3)"
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How)will)the)state)measure)participation)and)success)in)a)course)sequence?))

If"your"state"plans"to"hold"schools"accountable"for"college(prep"course"sequence"completion,"it"must"measure"both"participation"
and"success"rates."Measuring"only"participation"will"give"schools"an"incentive"to"water"down"classes,"while"measuring"only"
successful"completion"rates"could"incentivize"schools"to"restrict"access"to"only"the"perceived"highest"performers.")

How)will)your)state)calculate)participation)rates?"Will"a"participant"be"any"student"who"is"taking"courses"in"the"sequence"
and"is"on"track"to"complete"all"required"classes?"Or"will"it"only"be"someone"who"completed"the"entire"sequence"by"the"end"
of"12th"grade?"And"will"the"denominator"be"all"students"in"the"cohort,"or"just"graduates?)

(! Tip:"Watch"out"for"attempts"to"include"only"graduates"in"the"participation"rate"denominator:"Doing"so"could"increase"the"
incentive"to"push"lower"performing"students"out"of"school"entirely.""

(! Note:"If"a"college(prep"course"sequence"is"the"default"for"all"students"in"your"state,"it’s"still"important"to"track"participation"
(and"completion)"rates"to"make"sure"that"some"students"aren’t"getting"“opted"out”"of"the"course"sequence"at"higher"rates."If"
there"are"gaps"in"participation"between"schools"or"between"groups"of"students,"school"ratings"should"take"that"into"account."

How)will)your)state)define)successful)completion?"As"passing"grades?"As"grades"required"for"admission"into"institutions"of"
higher"education?"As"passing"a"series"of"end(of(course"exams?")

(! Tip:"To"the"extent"possible,"successful"completion"should"be"defined"in"a"way"that"meaningfully"aligns"with"higher"education"
admission"or"placement"requirements"(for"example,"a"specific"grade"or"performance"on"a"common"end(of(course"exam)."
And"all"students"who"count"as"participants"should"be"in"the"success"rate"denominator.")

How)will)the)state)ensure)that)the)data)are)accurate?)Is)there)a)process)for)auditing)districts)to)verify)that)data)are)
correct?)What)does)that)process)involve?)

If"states"are"planning"to"hold"schools"accountable"for"course"sequence"success,"they"need"to"have"quality"controls"in"place"to"
make"sure"the"data"are"accurate"(that"is,"not"just"self(reported),"and"a"means"of"protecting"students"from"courses"labeled"
“Algebra"II”"that"only"teach"the"content"of"eighth(grade"math."")

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
3"Based"on"preliminary"Education"Trust"analysis"of"data"from"the"California"Department"of"Education"and"another"state."

Strong)college&prep)course)sequence:"In"California,"schools"where"more"students"
complete"a"college(prep"course"of"study"also"show"higher"results"on"state"assessments."

Weak)college&prep)course)sequence:"In"this"state"example,"many"schools"with"
high"completion"rates"show"low"results"on"state"assessments,"and"vice"versa.""




