
Policing, 
Body-Worn 

Cameras, and 
Latino 

Communities 
 

December 2, 2015 

 

 



        
 
       Patricia Foxen, PhD 
       Deputy Director, Research, NCLR 
 
       pfoxen@nclr.org 

 



Presenters 

• Patricia Foxen, PhD, Deputy Director, Research, 
NCLR 

 
• Irasema Garza, JD, Senior Policy Advisor, NCLR 
 
• Harlan Yu, PhD, Principal, Upturn 
 



Introduction 
   

New technologies are dramatically changing the daily work of 
police officers and other law enforcement professionals, and 
transforming the public’s experience with law enforcement:   
 
• Automated license plate readers 
• Mobile fingerprint identification 
• Facial recognition systems 
• Stingrays (cell phone surveillance devices) 
• Shotspotters (gunshot detection microphones) 
• Smart phones 
• Mobile field computers 
• Social media  
• Video cameras, including neighborhood CCTV, dashboard and  
• Body-worn cameras 



“Body-worn cameras hold tremendous promise for 
enhancing transparency, promoting accountability, and 

advancing public safety for law enforcement officers and 
the communities they serve.” 

- Loretta E. Lynch 
 

“Technology shouldn't be a tool that favors the powerful 
and we can use it to support marginalized communities.”  

- Freddy Martinez 

 
 



Pros 

New technologies can: 
 
• Improve police efficiency 
• Increase accountability and transparency  
• Create new forms of evidence 
• Expose excessive force and abuse of power 
• Enhance safety for law enforcement and for the public 

 



Cons 

Civil rights and privacy concerns: 
 
• Increased surveillance 
• More over-policing in minority communities 
• Infringement on privacy  
• Reinforce racial/ethnic bias and profiling 

 



Webinar Goals 
• Overview of policing in Latino communities 

 
• Summary of the use of BWCs across the country 

 
• Discussion of existing policies for use of BWC and how 

they measure against civil rights principles 
 

• Introduction to new NCLR research to better 
understand the experiences and concerns around BWC 
in Latino communities. 

 



Policing in Latino Communities 
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 Key Problems 
 

Racial discrimination 
Police Abuse 

Lack of transparency 
Lack of police accountability 



Racial Profiling & Immigration Law 
Enforcement 

 
• Racial profiling against blacks & Latinos remains 

widespread  
• 68% of Latinos believe police will use excessive force 

against them (http://www.latinodecisions.com/blog/2014/11/14/wkkf-state-of-the-
latino-family-survey-optimism-and-obstacles) 

• Immigration enforcement by local police exacerbates racial 
profiling 

• 79% of Latinos believe state immigration laws like AZ 1070 
will result in police stops of Latinos regardless of status 
(http://www.latinodecisions.com/blog/2012/07/19/latinos-overwhelmingly-oppose-supreme-
court-decision-sb1070) 

http://www.latinodecisions.com/blog/2014/11/14/wkkf-state-of-the-latino-family-survey-optimism-and-obstacles
http://www.latinodecisions.com/blog/2012/07/19/latinos-overwhelmingly-oppose-supreme-court-decision-sb1070/


Police Killings of Minorities  

• Police killings of blacks in Ferguson, Cleveland, Baltimore 
 
• National attention, public discourse and call for criminal justice 

reforms 
 
• Police killings of Latinos largely ignored despite a long history of 

police abuse and discrimination  
 
• Potential impact on policy reform considerations 



Untold Story: Police Killings of Latinos 

• In 2014, Salinas, Monterey county CA, police killed 4 Latino men within 
a span of 4 months. 
 

• In October of 2013, a 13 year old Latino boy walking in Santa Rosa CA 
neighborhood, carrying a pellet gun, was killed by police  

 
• In 2012, in Anaheim, CA a police officer killed Manuel Diaz, shooting 

him in the back of the head after he ran when police approached. 
killing.  

 
• Two additional killings of Latinos followed the death of Manuel Diaz, 

sparking riots in Anaheim. 

http://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2014/07/13/18758572.php
http://www.businessinsider.com/riot-police-show-up-to-andy-lopez-protests-2013-10
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/07/28/anaheim-riots-police-shootings_n_1712105.html


The Guardian: Counted Data Base 
• 164 Latinos killed by police to date 

 
• Antonio Zambrano Montes, an unarmed man shot 17 times by three 

members of the Pasco, Washington police department. Community 
requests DOJ investigation 

 
• Jesse Hernandez, a 17 year old girl killed by Denver police 
 
• Amilcar Perez-Lopez killed by two San Francisco police officers.  
 
• The central story becomes on reasons why the main street media 

doesn’t cover Latino killings– rather than on the prevalence of the 
killings 





Building Trust: Community Policing 
Reforms 

The Obama Administration: 
 
• Created a taskforce to recommend best practices for improving 

policing and community relations 
 
• Announced reforms on the way the federal government equips 

local police with military style equipment 
 
• Made substantial investments to increase police use of BWC 



WASH POST VIDEO ON POLICE 
CAMERAS 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/national/2015/10/08/police-withhold-videos-despite-vows-of-transparency/
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Police Body Worn Cameras: 
A Policy Scorecard 
www.bwcscorecard.org 
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Makes the Department Policy Publicly and Readily Available 

Limits Officer Discretion on When to Record 

Addresses Personal Privacy Concerns 

Prohibits Officer Pre-Report Viewing 

Limits Retention of Footage 

Protects Footage Against Tampering and Misuse 

Makes Footage Available to Individuals Filing Complaints 

Limits Biometric Searching of Footage 

New York Police Department 
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Civil Rights Evaluation Criteria 

Makes the Department Policy Publicly and Readily Available 
The department publishes the most recent publicly available version of its policy on 
its website, in a location that is easy for members of the public to find. 
The policy posted on the department’s website either is outdated, or is difficult for 
members of the public to find. 
The department's policy is not available on its website. 

Limits Officer Discretion on When to Record 
The policy clearly describes when officers must record, and requires officers to 
provide concrete justifications for failing to record required events. 
The policy clearly describes when officers must record, but does not require 
officers to provide concrete justifications for failing to record required events. 
The policy does not clearly describe when officers must record. 
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Civil Rights Evaluation Criteria 

Addresses Personal Privacy Concerns 
The policy specifically protects categories of vulnerable individuals (e.g., victims of 
sex crimes) from being recorded without their informed consent. 
The policy mentions the importance of personal privacy, but either offers vague 
guidance on when not to record, or does not require informed consent from 
vulnerable individuals. 
The policy does not address personal privacy concerns. 

Prohibits Officer Pre-Report Viewing 
The policy requires officers to file an initial written report or statement before 
relevant footage is reviewed, for all incidents. 
The policy requires officers to file an initial written report or statement before 
relevant footage is reviewed, for some incidents. 
The policy allows — or even encourages — officers to view relevant footage before 
filing an initial written report or statement. 
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Civil Rights Evaluation Criteria 

Limits Retention of Footage 
The policy requires the department to delete unflagged footage within six months. 
The policy requires the department to delete unflagged footage — but after more 
than six months. 
The policy does not require the department to delete unflagged footage, or we are 
unable to determine whether the unflagged footage must be deleted. 

Protects Footage Against Tampering and Misuse 
The policy expressly prohibits both footage tampering and unauthorized access, 
and indicates that all access to recorded footage will be logged or audited. 
The policy expressly prohibits both footage tampering and unauthorized access, 
but does not indicate that all access to recorded footage will be logged or audited. 
The policy does not expressly prohibit both footage tampering and unauthorized 
access. 
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Civil Rights Evaluation Criteria 

Makes Footage Available to Individuals Filing Complaints 
The policy expressly allows individuals who are filing police misconduct complaints 
to view all relevant footage. 
The policy expressly allows individuals who are filing police misconduct complaints 
to view some relevant footage. 
The policy does not expressly allow individuals who are filing police misconduct 
complaints to view relevant footage. 

Limits the Use of Biometric Technologies 
The policy sharply limits the use of biometric technologies (e.g., facial recognition) 
to identify individuals in footage. 
The policy places some limits on the use of biometric technologies (e.g., facial 
recognition) to identify individuals in footage. 
The policy places no limits on the use of biometric technologies (e.g., facial 
recognition) to identify individuals in footage. 
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NCLR Research 

• Goals of Research: 
• To explore and document how BWCs are changing 

interactions between law enforcement and community 
members within Latino communities 

• To better understand the attitudes, knowledge, perceptions 
and experiences of Latinos regarding BWCs. 

• To contribute to growing body of research on how BWCs 
intersect with community policing 

• To develop policy recommendations around BWCs, law 
enforcement and civil rights in Latino communities. 
 



Thank You! 
Gracias! 
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