
Latino Employment Status, December 2009  

In December 2009, Latinos continued to face an unemployment rate nearly three points higher 
than that of the nation overall:  12.7% compared to 10%.  Contributing to Latinos high 
unemployment rate is their large presence in occupations with elevated levels of unemployment.  
Nearly all of the major occupational groups in which Latinos are overrepresented have 
unemployment rates above the national unemployment rate (see table below).  These occupations 
include:  

    Service occupations 
    Farming, fishing, and forestry 
    Construction and extraction 
    Production 
    Transportation and material moving  

These distressing figures are unequivocal evidence of the need for long-overdue job creation 
programs that target the areas hit hardest by joblessness.  The economic security of Latinos and 
the nation overall is still very much at stake.   


