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Table 1.  Ten Florida Industries with the Largest Latino Employment 

Industry Employed Latinos 

Retail trade 229,323 
Food services and drinking places 155,388 
Construction 124,737 
Education services 112,855 
Health care services, except hospitals 105,457 
Transportation and warehousing   90,055 
Administrative and support services   89,550 
Professional and technical services   83,760 
Hospitals   75,857 
Public administration   70,618 

 

Source:  National Council of La Raza (NCLR) calculation using U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey, 2011 
March Supplement.  

Table 2.  Share of Latino Workers in Selected Florida Subindustries 

Subindustry Percent Latino 

Private households 50% 
Pipeline transportation 45% 
Landscaping services 42% 
Shoe stores 39% 
Services to buildings and dwellings 37% 
Warehousing and storage 35% 
Traveler accommodation 33% 
Construction 31% 

 

Source:  National Council of La Raza (NCLR) calculation using U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 3-Year 
Estimates, 2008–2010, Public Use Microdata Sample.  

Similar to Nevada, Florida’s housing crash during the Great Recession adversely impacted the 
state's construction labor force and helped spur the sharp increase in Latino unemployment, 
which remains high.  The Economic Policy Institute’s recent analysis shows that two of Florida’s 
largest metropolitan areas, Orlando and Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Miami Beach, ranked second 
and fourteenth, respectively, among large metropolitan areas examined in terms of Hispanic 
unemployment in 2011 (the most recent data available).  While Latinos in Orlando experienced 
a 0.5 percentage point increase in unemployment from 16.1% in 2010 to 16.6% in 2011, 
Hispanics in Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Miami Beach experienced a drop in the unemployment rate 
from 12.6% in 2010 to 10.7% in 2011.  This improvement—a decrease of 1.9 percentage points 
between 2010 and 2011—was among the largest for all metro areas measured. 


