
What do the CCSS have to do with graduating 
from college?

Students who graduate from high school and want 
to go on to college must have strong academic skills.  
Students who achieve mastery of the CCSS will be 
ready to succeed in college.

Aren’t current academic standards already 
high in most states?

The CCSS are much more rigorous than most current 
state standards and among the most rigorous in the 
world.  The map below shows which states (in green) 
have adopted the CCSS.

 
Source:  ASCD, “Common Core Standards Adoption by State,” 
http://www.ascd.org/common-core-state-standards/ 
common-core-state-standards-adoption-map.aspx (accessed 
December 11, 2012).

What are the Common Core State Standards?

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
are a set of national academic standards that 
have been adopted by 45 states.  Schools and 

districts are currently in the process of developing new 
curricula that are aligned to the CCSS.  In the next 
few years, you should expect to see many positive 
changes in the education of your children!

Parents need to understand the CCSS and their 
importance in ensuring that every child graduates high 
school ready for college.  Perhaps you wonder why 
your children need to go to college if they’ve graduated 
with a high school diploma.  The following table 
illustrates the differences in average weekly salaries 
among workers with different levels of education.  
Clearly, the more you learn, the more you earn!

Unemployment 
Rate, 2011 Educational Level

Average 
Weekly 
Salary, 

2011

2.5% Doctoral Degree $1,551
2.4% Professional Degree $1,665
3.6% Master’s Degree $1,263
4.9% Bachelor’s Degree $1,053
9.4% High School Diploma $638
14.1% No High School Diploma $451

Source:  U.S. Bureau of Labof Statistics, “Education Pays,”  
http://www.bls.gov/emp/ep_chart_001.htm (accessed  
December 11, 2012).
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out how teachers will become familiar with the new 
standards and what type of professional development 
they will receive.

What can I do at home to help my children 
with the CCSS?

Ask for information on the CCSS for your child’s 
grade.  Remember, the standards are different for 
each grade level, so you will have to ask for this 
information at the beginning of each school year.  
Make sure you enroll in any sessions on the CCSS that 
the school may provide.

Use your knowledge of the CCSS to prepare simple 
activities at home.  For example, third grade students 
are expected to measure liquids using the liter as a 
standard measurement, so during dinner you can have 
your child practice pouring a liter of water or juice.  
Starting at a very young age, your children will learn 
the importance of the standards and how they apply 
to everyday life.

Read with your children in the language that is most 
comfortable for you.  Talk to you children about 
current events that interest them.  These are effective 
ways of helping your children learn throughout 
childhood and adolescence.

When you talk to your teens about attending college, 
stress the importance of mastering the CCSS so they 
can be ready to succeed after high school.

For more information on the CCSS, please visit NCLR 
at www.nclr.org.

What does this mean for my children?

The high school graduation rate for Latino students is 
56%, compared to 77% for White students.   
This means that many Latino students do not  
graduate from high school and cannot enroll in 
college.  Remember the difference in salaries for 
college graduates!

The CCSS require that schools prepare all students to 
graduate from high school.  Given the low graduation 
rate for Latino students, the academic preparation 
they currently receive is inadequate.  Therefore, 
parents need to carefully track the academic progress 
of their children.  Remember that the new standards 
are very rigorous, which means that schools will 
need to change the way they teach to ensure that all 
students can master the CCSS.

What should I ask the principals of my 
children’s schools?

Parents should ask for the results of the state academic 
assessments that are administered every year to 
students in grades three through eight and at least 
once during high school.  If your child is in high 
school, ask what the graduation rate is for Latino 
students at that school.  Make sure your children are 
achieving at high levels, and if they are not, talk to 
teachers and the principal about how they can help 
your children do better in school.

Parents should also ask principals how the schools are 
preparing for the new demands of the CCSS, which 
require highly skilled teachers.  Parents should find 

http://www.nclr.org
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