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Alt hough t her e should be a r ole f or 
assessments in school reform, tests 
must be used appr opr iat ely and not 
be viewed as t he sole measur e of 
st udent achievement or school syst em 
accountability.
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Rigorous tests lead to more challenging 
curricula.
Tests force schools to improve services to 
poor and minority children.
Tests provide objective data for 
accountability.
Poor results will lead to additional 
resources for poor children.
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Test validity and reliability
High-stakes testing/high-stakes decisions
Watered-down curricula
Lack of resources for poor children
Inclusion/exclusion of ELLs
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Gener al Test ing Pr ovisions
Academic assessments in reading, math, 
science for grades 3-8
Test quality

ELL Test ing Pr ovisions
Native-language tests
English-language tests after 3 years
English-language acquisition tests
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Be aligned with state academic 
standards

Be valid and r eliable f or t he pur poses 
t hey ar e being used

Be consistent with nationally 
r ecognized pr of essional and t echnical 
standards

Academic assessments must:
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Be usef ul f or diagnost ic pur poses 
(alt hough not r est r ict ed t o t his use)

Allow for test data to be 
disaggr egat ed by r ace, et hnicit y, 
English pr of iciency, gender , migr ant , 
disabilit y, and socioeconomic st at us   

Academic assessments must:
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ELL st udent s must be t est ed, t o t he 
ext ent pr act icable, in t he language 
and f or m most likely t o yield accur at e 
results
ELLs who have at t ended U.S. schools 
f or at least 3 consecut ive year s must 
be t est ed in English (case-by-case 
waivers for 2 years)
ELL st udent s must be t est ed each 
year for English-language acquisition
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Pr oponent s of incr eased f lexibilit y 
argued for states to have the freedom 
to use federal funds for purposes they 
ident if y as impor t ant f or t heir st at es.  

Skept ics of t his appr oach count er ed 
that scarce federal funds should be 
targeted to enhancing educational 
opportunities for low-income students 
and those students at the low end of 
the test-score gap.
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St at es def ine t heir own measur es of 
st udent academic pr ogr ess on which t he 
states will be judged.
States must help all students and 

st udent s f r om dif f er ent backgr ounds 
make progress.
States must report their results to the 

public.
St at es must impr ove out comes f or ELLs.
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AYP must be def ined by each st at e and 
must:
I nclude separ at e measur able goals 
for all students, including 
economically disadvant aged st udent s, 
st udent s f r om maj or r acial/ et hnic 
gr oups, st udent s wit h disabilit ies, 
and LEP students.
Be measur ed pr imar ily by st at e 
academic assessments
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Adequat e Year ly Pr ogr ess (AYP)
Sanctions
Report Cards
ELL Provisions
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AYP must be def ined by each st at e and 
must:
Take int o account gr aduat ion r at es 
for secondary schools
Take into account 1 additional 
indicator, in addition to performance 
on state assessments for elementary 
schools
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Key ar eas f or advocat es t o wat ch:
School impr ovement plans (t ar get ing 
the area causing a school to fail to 
make AYP)
Pr of essional development
Parental involvement
Right-to-transfer
Supplemental services
Reconstitution
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St at e r epor t car ds must include:
Disaggr egat ed st udent achievement 
data 
Academic obj ect ives f or each subgr oup
The per cent age of st udent s not t est ed
Information on other indicators of 
progress
High school graduation rates
Professional qualifications of teachers 
in the state
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How many schools in the district have been 
identified for school improvement
How students in the district fared on the 
state assessment and other AYP measures
At the school level, whether a school has been 
identified for improvement

Dist r ict r epor t car ds must include 
some of the state-level information 
and district- and school-level 
information, including:
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St at es must set measur able obj ect ives 
f or ELLs pr ogr ess t owar d English-
language proficiency and meeting AYP in 
content areas

Sanct ions f or f ailing t o meet t hese 
objectives include:

School impr ovement plans
Reconstitution of staff
Revamping of language pr ogr am



National Council of La Raza 18

st 

st



National Council of La Raza 19

st

The NCLB r equir es schools t o help all 
st udent s meet t ougher academic 
benchmarks.

Hispanic childr en can meet t hese 
benchmar ks, but many will be exposed t o 
r igor ous cur r icula f or t he f ir st t ime.

Why Community-Based Academic 
Services?
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The schools Latinos attend do not 
always have t he r esour ces  necessar y t o 
help st udent s cat ch up.

CBO-run after-school programs can 
pr ovide Lat ino st udent s wit h mor e t ime 
on t ask so t hat t hey can meet t he new 
benchmarks.

Why Community-Based Academic 
Services?
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21st Cent ur y pr ogr am act ivit ies include:
Academic enr ichment ser vices
Ar t s and music educat ion act ivit ies
Tut or ing ser vices (including t hose 
pr ovided by senior cit izen volunt eer s) 
and mentoring programs
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21st Cent ur y pr ogr am act ivit ies include:

Pr ogr ams t hat pr ovide af t er -school 
activities for limited-English-
pr of icient st udent s t hat emphasize 
language skills and academic 
achievement 
Recreational activities
Telecommunicat ions and t echnology 
educat ion pr ogr ams
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Parental I nvolvement Opportunit ies: 
Parent Assistance Programs

Why Community-Based Parent Services?
The NCLB includes st r ict new t op-to-
bot t om account abilit y pr ovisions f or 
schools. 
Unless t her e is bot t om-up gr assr oot s 
account abilit y, schools may not impr ove 
services for Latinos.
I ndependent CBOs can help Lat ino 
par ent s under st and t he NCLB enough t o 
hold schools accountable at the local 
level.
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Parental I nvolvement Opportunit ies: 
Local Family I nf ormat ion Centers

The LFI Cs would enable par ent s t o 
help their children meet high 
standards and hold schools 
accountable.  
Thr ough t he LFI Cs, par ent s would 
receive meaningful communication 
about issues such as curriculum, 
standards, instruction, assessments, 
and school report cards.
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Parental I nvolvement Opportunit ies: 
Local Family I nf ormat ion Centers

The LFI Cs est ablished in t he NCLB 
would help par ent s of English 
language lear ner s make inf or med 
decisions about t heir childr en s 
educat ion, such as which pr ogr am of 
st udy is best f or helping t hem lear n 
English and academic cour se wor k.


