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FY18 Federal Budget: Immigration Enforcement and
Latinos

Undocumented immigrants have long been the subject of contentious debate. Yet the
population has remained stable at about 11 million, or 3.4% of the U.S. population, for nearly a
decade, as the number of apprehensions at the border are at historical lows.! As a result, most
undocumented immigrants have been living in the United States for over 10 years and are
deeply rooted in our workforce, communities, and families.? However, President Trump’s FY18
budget request seeks to expand a deportation force to rip families and communities apart,
while also imposing massive cuts to programs that support all Americans to fund tax cuts for
the wealthy.

What Is the Current State of Immigration Enforcement?

Through a broader array of enforcement strategies, more is being done than ever before to
carry out immigration laws. The United States already spends about $18 billion annually on
immigration enforcement—well above all other federal law enforcement agencies combined.3
It is becoming evident that the administration has instituted an immigration enforcement
scheme that incentivizes quantity of deportations over quality law enforcement focusing on the
most serious public safety threats. For example, in the first 100 days of the Trump
administration, 12,766 people with no criminal convictions were arrested by U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), an over 50% increase compared to the same period last year
(8,381).4

How Are Latinos Affected?

While nearly eight in 10 Latinos in the country are U.S. citizens, almost six in 10 Hispanic voters
know someone who is undocumented.® The Latino community has borne the brunt of increased
deportation: while less than two-thirds of the undocumented population is Hispanic, nearly all
those deported are Latino.® Ramped-up deportations threaten the well-being and success of a
future generation of Americans: 5.7 million U.S.-citizen children have one parent who is
undocumented.” Further, in recent months, reports have surfaced of U.S. citizens and lawful
permanent residents being caught up in ICE enforcement activities. Some of these encounters
have raised new concerns about racial profiling among Latino communities across the country.
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What About the Federal Budget?

Border and immigration enforcement is one of the few areas that President Trump requested
increased funding for FY18, by an amount of $4.5 billion. The House of Representatives passed
its first set of appropriations bills for FY18, including one for defense, which includes $1.6 billion
for the construction of a border wall.2 Funding for expanded immigration enforcement,
including ramped-up interior enforcement and unnecessary expansions of the border wall,
would needlessly rip families apart and waste scarce federal funding that should be spent on
federal efforts to improve opportunities for Americans.
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